CHAPTER XII
THE FINAL STRUGGLE
As soon as the Khorasmians had been destroyed. Pope
Innocent showed himself even more tepid towards a Crusade
to the Holy Landj but he could not withhold authority from
the military Orders to collect men and money in Europe for
an expedition against Egypt.   The response proved dis-
appointing.   Frederick   II   naturally   would   not   allow
recruitment within his territories, since he wanted to retain
his men for his struggle against the Holy Seej Italy was in
the midst of civil war j Spain was fighting the Moslems within
its own boundaries; and. the Scandinavians were converting
pagans in the north at the point of the sword and with .the
blessing of the Church.    In England, the Templars who
preached the Crusade and begged contributions for its support
were chased from several places by the indignant inhabitants.
William de Sonnac, Grand Master of the Temple, sent a
special appeal to Henry III, but Henry would neither venture
on a Crusade himself nor take any active steps to encourage
his subjects to assume the cross.   He had frequently been in
dispute with the Order and had threatened to seize its
property in England.   The Church and the military Orders,
he complained, had acquired so many liberties and charters
and possessions that they " raved with pride and haughtiness.
What was given imprudently must be taken back prudently j
&nd what was inconsiderately bestowed must be considerately
recalled".   The Master of the Temple in England broke
out furiously at this,threat and replied that the king would
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